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Had troops, however, been landed, and operations under-
taken to ensure the surrender being made complete, General
Prendergast would have exceeded his instructions. In these
he was enjoined to avoid all unnecessary conflict with the Burmese,
his sole object being the capture of Mandalay and the King's
person; consequently to avoid all chance of a conflict, the
troops lay off Ava, while the forts were being surrendered. Even-
tually one regiment landed in front of the fort on the left bank,
to take over the arms which were laid down, but meanwhile the
Burmese garrisons were streaming off unmolested from the back
of all three forts.                                                                     ; .

With the exception of the troops landed to complete the des-
truction of the forts, the fleet now proceeded to Mandalay, which
was reached at 10 A.M. on the 28th November. Crowds of
Burmese watched the arrival of the force from the banks, and
appeared only too pleased to obey the Royal Mandate that had
been issued, prohibiting any opposition to the landing. Informa-
tion was at once obtained that the King had been in his palace
up to nine o'clock, and that the city was quiet.

The arrival of the British force was immediately notified to

the Prime Minister, and intimation given
ap ure o ' an a ay. ^^ [n accordance with the terms of the
previous day's communication received at Ava, the immediate surren-
der of the capital and the King was expected. He was further inform-
ed that unless a reply was received by noon, the troops would land
and be employed as circumstances might demand. As it was
not till after midday that the Kinwun Hinges reply was received,
the troops were landed at 1-30 P.M.

The royal city of Mandalay is situated about three or four miles to
the east of the Irrawaddy, with which there is connection through the
outer town along four main roads (still known as A, B, C, and D
roads) running due east from the river. The first brigade, under
General Foord, marched by "A" road, and secured the southern
and eastern gates of the city. The third brigade, under General
Norman, marched along " C " road, and secured the western and
northern city gates, and the west and north gates of the palace
enclosure. The second brigade, under General White, accompanied
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